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unquestioned, but the enemies and depravers of the Reformation are not only not benefited, but absolutely excluded by it.
Nor, -again, can they be allowed to shelter their unfaithfulness to the Reformation under the plea that the principles on. which oar formularies were drawn up was that of compromise. It may be perfectly true, and for the sake of argument we will assume that it is true, that among our Reformers themselves there were some who wished to go further from the old system, some to go less far; and there were so far concessions on either side, that some things were retained which some men wished to see struck out, and some were struck out which others wished had been retained. But these concessions did not go as far as they must have gone if they are to justify our modern school in their innovations; it does not follow that those things, in the repudiation or discontinuance of which this compromise had resulted, were to be viewed either as never having been, struck out and discontinued, so as to be restored on the first convenient opportunity. Nor can it be supposed that the language of the Prayer-Book was framed to admit any such restoration. It may be perfectly true that, in order to satisfy the scruples and consciences of those whose affections still clung to the system which the legitimate exercise of their reason had compelled them to abandon, there was, of some things, no express condemnation conveyed in our services, or required of those who attended them. The object was to make the changes sit as lightly on men's consciences as possible. But we may not argue from this that the changes themselves were either incomplete in their nature or doubtful in their expression; these changes had been carried out with sufficient certainty and expressed with sufficient clearness by the very fact of the omissions and alterations; and to suppose that the